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STATE BUDGET

Knowing the drill

Budget talks
to continue
next week
By LAUREL WILSON
news@chherald.com

is chair of the House Appropriations and Revenue
Committee.
Because the budget
committee is still discussing details, a draft of the
proposal probably won’t
be ready until late next
week, Rand said.
House leaders plan to
meet with the presidents
of state universities, including President Gary
Ransdell, today, said Brian Wilkerson, spokesman
for House Speaker Greg
Stumbo, D-Prestonburg.

As leaders in Kentucky’s House of Representatives continue to
hammer out details of
their budget proposal,
they’re looking for ways
to minimize higher education cuts.
Last week, House leaders announced their plan
would likely include a
budget cut of 2 percent
for Kentucky’s public universities, but now they’re
hoping to lessen that
amount, said Rep. Rick
Rand, D-Bedford, who SEE BUDGET, PAGE 3

TRACK & FIELD | SPORTS

JERRY ENGLEHART/HERALD

Western Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC) Army Cadet Ryan Webster (right) holds his position behind Northeast
Hall while cadet Dillion Orison acts injured during a practice drill for reacting to sniper ﬁre last week. The cadets used the
“buddy aid” system to pull Orison from the line of ﬁre.

Former student competes on MTV show
By SHAKIA HARRIS
news@chherald.com

Louisville senior Josh Mabry always
knew his fraternity brother had a passion for dancing.
Former Western student Dakota
Smith has been determined to make it
on MTV’s America’s Best Dance Crew
since the show first aired two years ago,
Mabry said.
This season, Smith got his wish.
“It was never a matter of if he’d
make it but when he’d make it,” Mabry
said. “I’m just finally glad to see he’s
actually living his dream. It’s going to

open so many doors for him.”
After four audition attempts with two
different crews, Smith made the show’s
fifth season as a member of the Royal
Flush crew, representing the South.
“The energy on the stage was incredible,” Smith said. “I loved every second
of it.”
Smith, an alumni of the Eta Rho
chapter of Sigma Nu fraternity, first met
members of Royal Flush while he was
auditioning with Kaotick during the
show’s second season, he said.
He kept in touch with Royal Flush
group members until he and fellow former Kaotick member Tyrone “Ne-Yon”

Foster decided to collaborate with the
group and move to Atlanta in the summer of 2009, Smith said.
A week after their MTV debut, Foster and Smith visited Bowling Green,
where they shared insights on their
ABDC experiences with Smith’s fraternity brothers.
Lexington sophomore Justin Powell
said that after watching Royal Flush
perform on television, he was surprised
to see Smith and Foster break dancing
in the living room of the Sigma Nu fraternity house.

WKU's Best Dance Crew
Here's your chance to compete with
your own dance crew:
■ WHEN: 7:30 p.m. March 23
■ WHERE: Downing University Center
Auditorium
■ HOW TO SIGN UP: Visit the Career
Services Center (DUC A230) or go to
their Web site by 3 p.m. March 2
■ AUDITIONS: 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. March 2
■ PRIZES: First place, $500; second
place, $250
Source: Career Services
Center Web site

SEE MTV, PAGE 3

Coffeehouse oasis for students New campus
log-in system
to start in March

By WHITNEY KOONTZ
news@chherald.com

Spencer’s
Coffeehouse, 915 College St.,
is regularly crowded with
students typing on laptops, sipping lattes and
sprawling out in armchairs that decorate the
small store.
A heavy door with a
large brass handle decorates the cozy storefront
near Fountain Square
Park in downtown Bowling Green.
Books line a wooden
shelf, and a worn golden
counter catches immediate attention.
Bowling Green freshman Brian Carter said
he goes to Spencer’s to
study.
“I get too distracted
easily on campus,” he
said. “I’m always getting calls from friends or
watching TV. In a place
like this I can just turn off
my phone, open my notebook and go off the radar
for a little bit.”
Carter sipped on
a “Dark Horse,” his
drink of choice, which
is a mix of African and
South American coffee
grounds.

FRI. 44˚/ 24˚

By TESSA DUVALL
news@chherald.com

CHRIS FRYER/HERALD

Jessica Fite, a senior from Tampa, Fla., and former student Seth Williams of Bowling Green study the Bible while having coffee at Spencer's Coffeehouse, 915 College
St., on Thursday morning. "It's much better than Starbucks, I will say," Fite said.
The couple started coming to the coffeehouse this week and said they think they'll
become regulars.

our
TOWN
Spencer's
Coffeehouse
915 College St.
foodcoffeelife.com
Our Town is a series that highlights Bowling Green businesses that appeal to student
interests.

SAT. 42˚/ 29˚

CONTACT: NEWS 270.745.6011

“I almost feel like it’s
‘Cheers’ in here,” he said
with a smirk. “When I
walk in, they know who I
am and what I want.”
According to Spencer’s Coffeehouse Web
site, www.foodcoffeelife.
com, “Dark Horse” is one
of many specialty blends
of coffee that include
others such as “Made in
the Shade” and “Metro
Blend,” as well as regular

SUN. 44˚/ 31˚

Three letters and five
numbers have left some
Western students feeling a
little confused.
Beginning March 8, the
logins for computer labs and
online systems, including
Webmail and Blackboard,
will convert to using the
NetID login.
Gordon Johnson, director
of Administrative Systems
and Applications, said this is

part of the process of moving
the university to a more consolidated login system.
“For a number of years,
we’ve have lots of IDs and
user names,” Johnson said.
“We want to cut down on
user IDs out there.”
Johnson also said the
NetID will offer more security for the user because the
ID is not as easy to guess,
as opposed to the Webmail
login.
SEE LOG-IN, PAGE 5

medium-roast coffees.
A couple that moved
to Bowling Green from
San Francisco and
wanted to fill the need
for a good coffee and
sub sandwich shop in
Bowling Green started
Spencer’s Coffeehouse,
according to the Web
site. They named it after
their son, Spencer.
SEE OASIS, PAGE 3

MON. 46˚/ 32˚

This login screen appears on the WKU Portal. The NetID will become
the only login for all of Western's computers and programs March 8.

TUE. 42˚/ 31˚

WED. 42˚/ 34˚
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friday
Bowling Green Area Chamber of Commerce Coffee Hour
7 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. at Diddle Arena
First Annual Federal Grove Maple Syrup Festival
9 a.m. at the Federal Grove Restaurant and Bed and
Breakfast, 475 East Main St.
Tattoo Expo and Custom Motorcycle Show
10 a.m. at the Sloan Convention Center, 1021 Wilkinson Trace
Wine Tasting
4 p.m. to 6 p.m. at all Chuck’s Liquor locations: 3513 Louisville
Road, 386 Three Springs Road, 575 Veterans Memorial Blvd.,
1640 Scottsville Road Suite; again on Saturday 4 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Red Cross Blood Drive
10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the Red Cross, 430 Center St.

Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs
7 p.m. at the Public Theatre of Kentucky, 545 Morris Alley; also
7 p.m. on Saturday and 3 p.m. on Sunday
Live music
7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at Greener Groundz Coffee and Café, 871
Broadway Ave.; 9 p.m. at Tidball’s, 522 Morris Alley; 9 p.m. at
Spillway Bar and Grill, 2195 Old Louisville Road; 9:30 p.m. at
WhaBah Steakhouse Saloon, 2361 Russellville Road
An Evening of Chamber Opera
8 p.m. at the ﬁne arts center
Cosmic Bowling
9:30 p.m. at Southern Lanes, 2710 Scottsville Road

BG
WKND
The Herald publishes a weekend
calendar every Friday. Send your
post request by noon Thursday
to calendar@chherald.com.

saturday
All Aboard Series
8:30 a.m. at the L & N Depot, 401 Kentucky St.
Bowl for Kids’ Sake
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Southern Lanes, 2710 Scottsville Road
Tattoo Expo and Custom Motorcycle Show
10 a.m. at the Sloan Convention Center, 1021 Wilkinson Trace
Western softball vs. Florida International
1 p.m. and 3 p.m. at the Western softball ﬁeld
U.S. Bank Celebration of the Arts Open Art Exhibition
5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at the Kentucky Library and Museum

The National Wild Turkey Federation Annual Fundraising
Hunting Heritage Banquet
6 p.m. at the Knights of Columbus Hall, 911 Searcy Way
An Evening of Chamber Opera
8 p.m. at the ﬁne arts center
Live music
9 p.m. at Tidball’s, 522 Morris Alley; 9 p.m. at Spillway Bar
and Grill, 2195 Old Louisville Road; 9:30 p.m. at WhaBah
Steakhouse Saloon, 2361 Russellville Road; 10 p.m. at
Overtime Sports Bar and Grill, 773 Bakerﬁelds Way

sunday
The World We Create Traveling Exhibit
8 a.m. to 5 p.m at the National Corvette Museum, 350
Corvette Drive
Tattoo Expo and Custom Motorcycle Show
10 a.m. at the Sloan Convention Center, 1021 Wilkinson Trace
Western softball
12 p.m. at the Western softball ﬁeld
Bowl for Kids’ Sake
12:30 p.m. to 4 p.m. at Southern Lanes, 2710 Scottsville Road
Texas Hold ‘em
1 p.m. at Spillway Bar and Grill, 2195 Old Louisville Road

An Evening of Chamber Opera
3 p.m. at the ﬁne arts center
Most Valuable Player — the play
3 p.m. at the Capitol Arts Center, 416 E Main Ave.
Yoga mixed levels class
4:30 p.m. at YogaLoft, 416 East 11th Ave.
U.S. Bank Celebration of the Arts Open Art Exhibition
5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at the Kentucky Library and Museum
Kentucky Blues Jam
6 p.m. to 10 p.m. at WhaBah Steakhouse Saloon, 2361
Russellville Road

Fill in the grid so that every column and every 3x3 box
contains the digits 1-9 with no repeats. Solutions, tips
and computer program at www.sudoku.com.

For additional
content and
multimedia visit
us at the new

.

CRIME REPORTS
Reports

Make
e it your home for Fall 2010
“standard rates apply”

270-846-1000
1909 Creason Street Bowling Green, KY 42101

■ Building Service Attendant Christina Burcell reported on Feb. 23 that initials
had been carved into mirrors in the men’s restroom of Thompson Complex Central Wing on the third floor. The value of the vandalism was $250.
■ Marcellus English, Keen Hall, reported on Feb. 23 that his TV had been stolen
from his room. The value of the theft was $600.
■ Shawn Powell, Keen, reported on Feb. 23 that his room had been broken into and his
TV was stolen. The value of the theft was $250.
■ Yard waste and a pile of tree limbs somehow ignited on Feb. 23 on the curb at
1586 Normal Drive in front of the Sigma Phi Epsilon house. The fire was put out
by Western police and the Bowling Green Fire Department.
■ Cole Timothy Bodkin, Germantown Tenn., reported on Feb. 22 that his book
bag with his belongings had been stolen on the first floor of Cravens Library
while he was in the bathroom. The value of the theft was $306.

INTERESTED IN GARDASIL?
GARDASIL IS WIDELY AVAILABLE AND MANY
PRIVATE INSURANCE PLANS* COVER IT.
TALK TO YOUR CAMPUS HEALTH CENTER OR
OTHER HEALTH CARE PROFESSIONAL.
You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs
to the FDA. Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

GARDASIL is a registered trademark of Merck & Co., Inc.
Copyright © 2010 Merck & Co., Inc. All rights reserved.
Printed in USA. 21050004(43)-01/10-GRD

*While your insurance company may reimburse for GARDASIL,
your eligibility for coverage and reimbursement for GARDASIL
depends on your individual insurance beneﬁt. You can contact
your insurance company for details on coverage for GARDASIL.
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OASIS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

JESSE CAYLOR/HERALD

Dakota Smith and Tyrone "Ne-Yon" Foster, members of the Royal Flush dance crew, perform in the Sigma Nu fraternity house.
The two are competing on season ﬁve of MTV's America's Best Dance Crew.

MTV
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

“When I walked into the house I was
completely star-struck,” Powell said. “For
a moment, it seemed like time was in slow
motion.”
At one point, Smith and Foster performed an impromptu dance session in
Downing University Center.
Lexington junior Jesse Caylor said the
visit was a special treat, considering the
guys were on their way to Atlanta to re-

BUDGET
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

The presidents are expected to talk
with House leaders about the importance
of minimizing the cuts to higher education as well as the impact of not receiving
money for new facilities, said Ann Mead,
vice president for Finance and Administration, in an e-mail.
Until the House budget proposal is
released, it’s too soon to say how Western would implement a budget reduction,
Mead said.
The budget committee continues to
evaluate the higher education part of the
budget and hopes to cut money in other
ways in order to spare universities as
much as possible, Rand said.
The legislature has always put a high
priority on education because they know
it’s hard to ask universities to use less
money, Rand said.
“We take it very seriously,” he said.
House leaders have had to look in different areas this year to prepare the budget because there’s a major shortfall, Rand
said.

The couple sold the shop
in 2005 to Justin Shepherd,
who added late-night hours
and ice cream to the menu
to bring in more college
students, according to the
Web site.
Carter said he can tell
Shepherd likes what he
does.
“He’s just a guy who
likes to see people happy
and relaxed,” Carter said.
“He gets a lot out of it.”
Shepherd couldn’t be
reached for comment.
Bowling Green resident
Chelsea Daly has worked at
Spencer’s since she graduated from Western in 2007.
“My favorite part of
working here is that being
a barista requires a certain
amount of artistry,” she
said. “I get to be creative
and talk with people. It’s
much better than working a
desk job all day.”
Bowling Green resident

unite with other members.
Caylor said the first night Royal Flush
performed on television, he and other fraternity brothers crowded in their living
room, waiting anxiously to watch their
brother on stage.
“He’s always been that skinny white
boy always showing off at parties, and now
look at him,” Caylor said. “He’s still that
same skinny white boy except now he’s
dancing on America’s Best Dance Crew.”
The results show aired last night on
MTV. As of press time, the results for Royal Flush weren’t available.

Because Gov. Steve Beshear’s proposal to get money from expanded gaming
didn’t pass, the House budget committee
has to take $780 million out of the budget
and find other ways to fill that area, Rand
said.
Some ways leaders hope to save money include tweaking state employee health
benefits and cutting two days off the K-12
school year, Rand said.
Cutting health benefits would save
$150 million over two years and reducing
the school year would save $34 million
each year, Rand said.
Because the budget committee is still
discussing details, a draft of the proposal
probably won’t be ready until late next
week, Rand said.
The House will hopefully pass the budget
bill in the second week of March, he said.
If the House passes the bill, it will go
onto the Senate, which will modify it until
a compromise between the two legislatures can be reached, Wilkerson said.
The budget will then go to Beshear,
who will have 10 days to veto it, he said.
All of this should happen by mid-April,
which will be the final time for budget
problems to be resolved, Wilkerson said.

■ NEWS BRIEF
Students rally in Frankfort
State budget cuts could jeopardize higher education funding, but Western students,
led by the Student Government Association, were able to voice their concerns at
the Rally for Higher Education in Frankfort on Feb. 23.
The Rally for Higher Education is an
annual event held at the state capitol. It
was supposed to take place earlier in the
month but was canceled because of winter
weather.
SGA President Kevin Smiley said 12
Western students, including four students
who aren’t part of SGA, attended the rally.
Bowling Green junior Colton Jessie was
a keynote speaker at the rally.
Jessie said he spoke about how money
from the state is helping him pursue his
college career.
He said he spoke about other people he
knows who are “doing really good things

for the commonwealth and on a national
level” with help from Kentucky educational funding.
Jessie said his main goal was to get
through to legislators that it’s in the state’s
interest to invest in higher education.
“The benefits totally outweigh the cost,”
he said.
President Gary Ransdell said previously
that the students who rally should be careful, because no one knows the extent of the
budget cuts yet .
He said the General Assembly has always made education a priority, and he
would prefer students encourage solutions
rather than protest unconfirmed budget
cuts.
Ransdell said he thinks the students’
message should be “thanks for keeping
education a priority and protecting it from
serious budget cuts.”
—Emily Wadley
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Leah Sommers works as a
receptionist for the police
station one block away
from the coffeehouse. She
said she frequents Spencer’s.
“It tastes better than
Starbucks, if you ask me,”
Sommers said. “They don’t
play it safe here. They have
all types of different things,
so the store has its own
personality. I don’t feel the
same when I walk into a
franchise store.”
According to the Web
site, Spencer’s has 100 percent organic and free-trade
grounds that accompany
their large selection of sandwiches made from handsliced meats and cheeses.
Sommers said she always orders medium roast
coffee.
“I spend most of my
money here,” Sommers
said, laughing. “My husband sometimes gets irritated with me. I can’t help
it. Coffee is my poison, and
they just make it so good
here.”

wkuherald.com
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STAFF EDITORIAL

OPS

Food for thought

OTTOMS

Students can voice concerns about campus dining in survey
THE ISSUE: Dining Services has asked students to fill
out a survey about their view
of campus dining.

TOPS to the warm,
beautiful weather
that finally graced us
with its presence last
weekend.

OUR VIEW: Students
should use this survey as an
opportunity to voice concerns
about poor customer service
and influence Aramark to
implement higher standards
at Western’s restaurants. Poor
service reflects poorly on
Western as a whole.
At about 6:30 p.m. on a
Monday, many students are
going to dinner. But with the
numerous dining facilities
available on campus — Pizza Hut, Red Zone, the Fresh
Food Company, Popeye’s,
etc. — the lines shouldn’t be
too long, and the wait to get
food shouldn’t last forever.
Wrong. The line for Red
Zone extends all the way to
the Downing University Center Food Court. One worker
is taking orders at Edy’s,
then walking three feet away
through a separate door to
help out at Zoca. The workers
at Popeye’s can’t answer customers’ questions about the
food they serve.
No Western student wants
to deal with this. But a survey
sent out by Dining Services
to students will allow them to
express concerns to the company responsible.
Aramark, the company
that runs all of Western’s dining facilities, has already received money for meal plans.
Aramark’s monopoly of
campus dining gives them
less motivation to make
changes to better the overall
dining experience at any of
their facilities because they
know students have no other
options on campus.
That means students have

BOTTOMS to the imminent return of cold
weather — ideal for
walking to class.

TOPS to the Western
basketball team for
winning four games
straight.

BOTTOMS to losing
Athletics Director Wood
Selig to Old Dominion.

TOPS to spring break
being only a week away.

a choice: suffer poor customer service or go off campus for food. For those living
on campus, leaving for every
meal would be a hassle.
Dining facilities on campus are understaffed with
poorly-trained
employees.
Management needs to step up
and take responsibility to improve the dining experience.
Campus dining managers and employees need to
remember that the customers
they serve aren’t just Western students. Prospective
students, parents and poten-

tial businesses looking to put
their own eateries on campus
might dine in Western’s restaurants.
When customer service is
unsatisfactory — be it waiting in line for more than half
an hour or receiving someone else’s order — the poor
employee performance gives
Western, Aramark and the
restaurant where the mishap
took place a bad reputation.
Part of the poor employee
performance could be the result of low morale and a lack
of motivation. This is where

Aramark should step in with
high management and hiring
standards.
Students should take the
Dining Services survey,
which shouldn’t take more
than 10 minutes to complete.
By voicing their opinion
about campus eateries, students have the chance to promote positive changes needed
to improve campus dining.

BOTTOMS to midterms
during the week before
spring break.

have an
opinion?

This editorial represents the
majority opinion of the Herald’s 11-member editorial
board.

Share it with us. Write a
letter to the editor or a
commentary. E-mail them
to opinion@chherald.com.

COMMENTARY

Western employee disagrees with Herald editorial
I read the Herald religiously, and I am to see their students. Now, I am not saying
going to miss Jennifer Dooper’s article as we don’t like getting to know our students,
I got several laughs out of that
but when I work out it is a time
one! However, I would like to
for me to decompress and get
comment on the Staff Editorial
away. When I was an academic
from the February 5th issue. I
advisor, students would aphave been a full time employee
proach me while working out
at WKU for 3 years, and I disat Preston to ask advising quesagree with many of the points
tions, so where’s the line bemade in the article.
tween work and personal life in
The Preston Center is an
that instance? Would it be fair
excellent place to work out,
to give an insurance premium
but just because someone has a
discount to only those who have
membership does not mean that TRINITY GONZALEZ Preston memberships? What if
he or she will use it to create a Evening Program
a faculty member commutes 45
healthier lifestyle. We all know Coordinator, Downing minutes to work but still makes
people who pay gym member- University Center
time to run on a treadmill at
ship fees that never get used.
home? Is that person not comAlso, many faculty and staff members may mitted to a healthy lifestyle?
not want to work out where they are going
Secondly, you were too harsh on the
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WKU Employee Wellness Program considering you really don’t know much about
it. There is more offered than just cooking
demos and yoga classes. For instance, there
are the Cooper Clayton smoking cessation
courses, fruit and veggie challenges, Tai
chi classes and the Spring Health Promotion Trifecta, which includes the Employee
Health Fair where faculty and staff can
get important health screenings absolutely
free! Weight Watchers is also offered and
has successfully helped men and women
across campus shed pounds and start a
journey toward a healthy lifestyle. I myself became a lifetime member of Weight
Watchers last winter after losing 25 pounds
and sustaining my goal weight. I would not
have been as successful without the support of my WKU WW family.
Finally, there are candy bars everywhere
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Jeanie Adams-Smith
photo adviser
JoAnn Thompson
business manager
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*Denotes editorial board
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so please don’t give WKU a hard time
about promoting healthy lifestyles while
also having candy available for purchase.
If you don’t want one, don’t buy it! I think
there would be many more complaints if
there wasn’t candy available — king sized
or not. I enjoy indulging every now and
then, plus my student workers are more apt
to share candy with me if it’s king sized!
Rising health care costs are a part of
life that WKU employees have avoided for
six years until now. Plus, we as employees
are not required to buy insurance from our
employer. So if you really want to focus
on boosting faculty and staff morale, then
give a pat on the back to those who inspire
you to be successful in academics and life.
This commentary does not represent the
views of the Herald or the university.

SUBMISSIONS
The Herald encourages
readers to write letters
and commentaries on
topics of public interest.
Here are a few guidelines:
1. Letters should not exceed
250 words, and commentaries should be about 500
words.
2. Originality counts. Please
don't submit plagiarized
work.

3. For veriﬁcation, letters and
commentaries MUST include
your name, phone number,
home town and classiﬁcation or title.
4. Letters may not run in
every edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the
right to edit all letters for
style, grammar, length and
clarity. The Herald does NOT
print libelous submissions.
6. Letters and commentaries
must be received by 7 p.m.
on Sunday and Wednesday.

DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO NOT reﬂect those of Western Kentucky University's employees or of its administration.
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LOG-IN
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Johnson estimated that about 25 percent of students use the NetID login
often, but he expects that number to
increase dramatically when Blackboard
begins to require the NetID.
John Bowers, director of Academic
Technology, said Blackboard can’t be
accessed with the NetID yet.
When Blackboard does convert to
the NetID login, nothing else about the
system will be different from what it is
now, Bowers said.
Johnson said the WKU Portal currently has the highest usage of the NetID
login, and he hopes the transition to the
NetID will increase usage of the Portal.
The portal is a “one-stop application”
that allows the user to log in once and
access Blackboard, Webmail and TopNet, along with other features, Johnson
said.
Other features available on the Portal
include weather, news, movie reviews
and even Facebook.
Part of the reason for making the
NetID switch in the middle of the semester is so the Help Desk can help
field the anticipated increase in calls,
Johnson said.
“We don’t want to do it at the beginning of the semester because so much
else is already going on,” Johnson said.
But some students like things the
way they are now.
Bowling Green sophomore Kelley
Purpus said she likes using her name as
a login.
“This just gives me something else to
remember,” Purpus said.
Louisville freshman Benji Barrow
has not used his NetID yet.
“I feel like it’s not as easy as a normal login,” he said.
When Louisville freshman Da’Quan
Robinson uses the computer labs on
campus, he ignores the pop-up messages about the NetID.
“I just wait for the time to run out,
then I click OK,” Robinson said.
Kevin Modlin, a graduate student
from Bowling Green, said he recently
switched to his NetID.
Modlin said he switched because
he had to, and it was just one of those
things he’d have to deal with.
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Greeks to ﬁght in fundraiser
By HANNA DEMIRJIAN
diversions@chherald.com

Tonight, fists will fly and
noses may break as boxers
fight for the title of champion.
Despite its intensity, it’s
one of the highest-grossing
philanthropies put on by
a fraternity. Sigma Chi is
hosting Battle of the Greeks:
Live Boxing, known to most
as “Fight Night,” a boxing
event to raise money for
cancer awareness.
“It’s exciting, loud, awesome and impossible not to
get your blood pumping,”
said Derek Mundt, a sophomore from Springboro,
Ohio in Phi Delta Theta. He
is fighting in the middleweight class.
Fight Night will be at 7
p.m. at Jaycees Pavilion,
also known as the Blue
Dome. General admission is
$10 but students can get in
for $5 with a Western ID.
Mundt said he was inspired to participate after
attending last year’s Fight
Night, as well as the interest of his fraternity brother
and roommate, Jake Crider,
a sophomore from Brentwood, Tenn., who is in the
weight class below Mundt.
“We decided last year
that if one of us was to (participate) this year, we will
both do it,” Crider said.
This is the first year
Mundt and Crider will fight,
but they are both looking
forward to an exhilarating
event.
Frankfort senior Evan

DAVE KASNIC/HERALD

Derek Mundt, a sophomore from Springboro, Ohio in Phi Delta Theta, prepares at a gym on Tuesday for
Sigma Chi Fight Night, which will take place tonight. Mundt said he and his roommate decided that if
one of them participated, the other would too.

Fight Night
■ WHEN: Tonight
■ WHERE: Jaycees
Pavilion
■ COST: General admission: $10; Students with
Western ID: $5
Be sure to check Tuesday's
Herald and wkuherald.com
for more coverage, including video and photos.
Goddard the only other
middle-weight fighter, is a

member of Pi Kappa Alpha
and won his weight class
last year.
“It’s kind of a tough-man
style,” Goddard said. “There
are three one-minute rounds
with 30-second breaks.”
Each weight class is
in a different tournament,
and the fraternity members
compete for the overall title,
with the matches helping the
fraternities earn points. The
points go toward awards at
the end of the semester.
Sigma Chi provided a
gym for the fighters to prepare.
Mundt trained by running, strengthening his cardio and heeding advice from

Crider.
Goddard practiced with a
trainer.
“He has helped me see
what I can’t see,” Goddard
said. “I have seen a lot of
improvement in myself.”
The young men have prepared in different ways, but
they are hoping for the same
outcome.
“This is my first time
stepping out as an individual,” Mundt said. “I have
always been a face in the
crowd, so this is a chance
for people to see who I am.
I know I’m the underdog, so
people aren’t expecting too
much out of me. I’m just going to have a lot of fun.”
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LUCKY
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

Recruiting quality student athletes is a step toward building a contender, but that’s just the beginning,
he said.
“You’ve also got to recruit a person that can come in and perform
and score in the conference championship,” he said.
Jenkins, who described success as
a “two-edged sword,” served as an
assistant for eight years before being
named head coach in January 2008.
The Lady Toppers now have a

SHUTOUT
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

Haydel said his style is similar to
Perkins’ style, as they both like to go
at opposing batters with fastballs.
“We still have a lot to learn, but we
are going to be giving a lot of speed
and command with our pitches,”
Haydel said.
Western lost four senior pitchers
from last year’s team, including 2009
Sun Belt Pitcher of the Year Matt
Hightower. Perkins said that he and
Haydel can help fill in the void.
“We add a lot of depth to the rotation,” Perkins said. “We can make
things happen whenever they need us
to.”
The top two starting pitchers on
the depth chart, seniors Matt Ridings
and Shane Cameron, both graduate
after this season, leading Head Coach

reputation, and the rest of the Sun
Belt is ready to knock Western off
its pedestal, he said.
“The day you get ahead of yourself — that’s when you’re going to
start having problems,” he said.
Jenkins dismissed the idea that
the pressure of past success had had
an impact on the athletes.
But Morrison said it’s hard to ignore what’s at stake.
“We definitely must keep our focus, not be complacent,” she said.
“But know that we are going to
compete as a team to later collect
the championship trophy.”
Senior sprinter Gavin Smellie
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said the men’s team has taken notice of their female teammates’ hard
work.
“It’s definitely motivating to see
the women dominate conference every year,” Smellie said in an e-mail.
“Their success has pushed me and the
rest of the men’s team to work harder
in order to become just like them.”
Jenkins echoed Morrison’s assertion that the brunt of the work has
already been done, and it all boils
down to one thing.
“It’s a simple approach,” he said.
“Take care of what you can ... and
we’ll see who’s standing tall at the
end of the day.”

Chris Finwood to call Perkins
the field, their work ethic
and Haydel the “future of the
is outstanding. They love
program” after Western’s win
to compete and pitch for
last Saturday.
us.”
Myers is confident that PerEven though they have
kins and Haydel can step into
been heralded as the futhat role as top starting pitchers
ture of the pitching staff,
on the team.
Perkins is not looking past
“I’d like to think these are
this season.
the two guys who are going to PERKINS
“I just want to get
be starting for us on the weekthrough this year,” Perkins
ends for the next few years,”
said. “I want to do well for
Myers said. “They’ve got some
the seniors and get them
things that are key if you want
what they worked so hard
to stay successful for a really
for four years for.”
long time in their determination
Perkins is scheduled to
and competitiveness.”
pitch this Saturday against
Myers said the coaching
Texas State in the QTI
staff decided to join Perkins and
Baylor Classic. Western
Haydel as roommates based on
also faces Texas A&M
their personalities.
and Baylor on its weekend
HAYDEL
“They are both low key
trip to Waco, Texas. All
guys and speak with more actions three teams made the NCAA tournathan words,” Myers said. “But on ment last season.
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COLUMN
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

All those named are former Toppers themselves, as
well as people who say they
have Western in their DNA.
Until last week, you
would have thought Selig
had some Western in his
DNA too.
Selig strived to improve
Western’s athletics facilities
while working to turn a profit in the lowly Sun Belt Conference. While winning in a
“What have you done for me
lately?” society. While he
tried to aid a sport other than
basketball — namely the
football team’s move to the
Football Bowl Subdivision
— in gathering the limelight
in south-central Kentucky.
But Selig also did more
for less, as it was reported
last weekend that in addition
to heading home to Norfolk,
Va., Old Dominion’s new
Director of Intercollegiate
Athletics will earn a base
salary of $250,000.
For those who followed
the Board of Regents’ meetings dating back to last October, you know that Ransdell
fought tooth and nail just to
land Selig an extra $34,000
on top of his $141,000 base
salary. Western never actual-

ly ponied up that money, but
rather the Hilltopper Athletic
Foundation did.
How many people would
stick around after going
through that process — especially after the success Selig has headed up in his time
in Bowling Green?
Not many. Not even Selig, who said he didn’t like
that contract negotiations
had to be such a public matter. Accordingly, he began
serious talks with Old Dominion over the holidays
and accepted the offer last
week.
So if Ransdell and the
rest of the search committee
is looking for another Selig,
they may want to stop. Because this time around, it’s
highly unlikely that an athletic director with 68 conference championships to his
name and millions of dollars in facility improvements
won’t go shopping for a new
job quicker.
The only model that’s
proven staying power —
Horn aside — has been to
hire someone with Western
in his or her DNA. To hire
someone that’s willing to do
more with less at Western
over time.
Because it’s a long shot
to say Ransdell can find another Selig.
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we have a pile of shirts to give away.
watch for us each tuesday.
you never know where we’ll be.

No. 3 seed marks progress
By ZACH GREENWELL
sports@chherald.com

The Lady Toppers have said they
don’t like to look ahead, but it will
be hard to not circle one date on the
calendar now — March 7.
That’s when Western (19-9, 13-4
Sun Belt Conference) will take the
court for its first game of the Sun
Belt tournament after bypassing the
first round.
It’s a luxury the Lady Toppers
gained by securing the No. 3 seed
with an 80-74 win at Florida Atlantic
Wednesday, and it’s one Head Coach
Mary Taylor Cowles said they’re
happy to have.
“Even though I like the size of
our bench and the depth on our team,
you pretty much know at this point
in the year what you’ve got coming,”
she said. “It’s still nice to know that
maybe it can be taken care of in three
days instead of four. I think there’s as
much mental to that as there is to the
physical aspect of it.”
Senior forward Dominique Duck
said the Lady Toppers will benefit
from the first-round bye because of
their lack of experience playing on
consecutive days.
“We haven’t played back-to-

FINALE
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

“If we worry about every
day improving in practice
and each day trying to get to
a 40-minute game, no matter
who the opponent is, we’re
going to like our chances,”
McDonald said.
Western will finish the
season on the road in Florida
this weekend and hopes to
sweep a pair of games with
Florida Atlantic and Florida
International.
The Toppers beat both the
Owls and the Panthers without Kerusch back in January.
Now he’s back, and

back since Thanksgiving, when we
were in Cancun, and that alone was
hard,” Duck said. “We’re not used
to having to play and then play the
next day, so we’re just going to have
to focus.”
Getting to sit back and relax on
the first day of the tournament is a
far cry from Western’s situation last
year.
The Lady Toppers entered as the
No. 7 seed last season and were ousted by 10th-seeded Louisiana-Monroe in a first-round game in Diddle
Arena.
But junior guard Amy McNear
said that was then — and this is
now.
“There’s definitely more confidence than we had last year, and
we didn’t win that many games last
year,” McNear said. “This year, I
think we’re more focused, and we
have more energy. I think everyone
knows what it takes to get the job
done this year.”
Many things were different last
season. For one, the Lady Toppers
played without the services of Duck,
who is averaging 9.4 points per game
this year.
Western went 9-8 in its last 17
games before the Sun Belt tourna-

Slaughter — who collected
his record third Sun Belt
Player of the Week award on
Monday — is ready to cap off
his senior year with a NCAA
tournament appearance.
Slaughter leads Western
at 17.8 points per game and
ranks second in the Sun Belt
in scoring.
But if the Toppers don’t
capitalize on their late run
in the Sun Belt tournament,
would Slaughter still remember his senior year only for
the individual achievements
— not a final result that fell
below expectations?
“I’ll have to answer that
question after the season,”
Slaughter said, laughing.

ment last season, but the Lady Toppers have gone 12-3 since January
this year.
“The overall attitude of this team
and where we are right now going
into this last week of the regular
season is totally different — much
stronger, much more positive and
much more confident than a year
ago,” Cowles said.
Duck, along with many of the
Lady Toppers, can remember other
times when Western finished strong
down the stretch.
The 2007-2008 squad rode a 17-2
regular-season finish to a Sun Belt
Championship.
And Duck said she sees a lot of
similarities between that team and
the current Lady Toppers.
“We talk about that a lot — just
with our confidence and our demeanor and how we handle ourselves,”
Duck said. “One of those things
from that year to this year is that we
go to a game, and we don’t expect to
lose. Our mindset and our attitude is
that, ‘We’re going to win this game.’
That’s something we kind of lacked
last year.”
Western finishes its regular season at 4 p.m. Saturday at Florida International.
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For Rent
Large 1br, 1 bath apartment at
Jackson’s Landing, 1013 Shive
Lane; elect F.P. outside storage,
w/d hook-up, $499/mo 1st mo.
rent free 781-7888
••••••••••••••••••••

WIN FREE TANNING win visit,
visit packages, lotion, ONE YEAR
R
FREE tanning and MORE.
Everyone that plays wins. See
details in store ULTIMATAN in
Gateway Center on Russellville
139 Pebble Court Spacious 2 br.
near Roses Store. 796-2826
2 1/2 bath townhome $495/mo Road••••••••••••••••••••
1st
mo.
rent
free
781-7888
••••••••••••••••••••
WIN FREE TANNING win visit,
R
8 blocks from WKU 2 br house visit packages, lotion, ONE YEAR
$450/mo. plus deposit & utilities
FREE tanning and MORE.
796-7949
Everyone that plays wins. See
details in store ULTIMATAN in
Gateway Center on Russellville
near Roses Store. 796-2826
Help Wanted Verdi Restaurant Road••••••••••••••••••••
(Downtown) 410 E. Main Street
WIN FREE TANNING win visit,
781-9871 needed servers
visit
packages, lotion, ONE YEAR
R
Apply
in person between 2-4 pm
••••••••••••••••••••
FREE tanning and MORE.
Web Designer wanted someone to Everyone that plays wins. See
build website for local business. details in store ULTIMATAN in
Gateway Center on Russellville
Call 781-1886
Road
near Roses Store. 796-2826
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Help Want ed

Pool and Spa Depot is now hiring for part-time summer
help. Apply at 1830 Wallace Ct. Bowling Green, KY.

City of Bowling Green
AQUATICS/TENNIS POSITIONS
Applications are currently being accepted for the following Parks
and Recreation Aquatics positions for the Sims Aquatic Center.
Hours, salaries and job requirements will vary, depending upon
position.
•

Pool Attendants I & II

•

Recreational Staff Assistant I

•

Pool Lifeguards

•

Assistant Pool Manager

•

Swim Instructors

•

Laborer

•

Concession/Admission Manager

Interested applicants should obtain an employment application and
additional information from the Human Resources Department in
City Hall, 1001 College Street or from out website at www.bgky.org
g y g.
The City of Bowling Green is an Equal Opportunity Employer and
a Drug-Free Workplace.
Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading or false
claims but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use caution when answering ads,
especially when asked to send money or provide credit card information The College
Heights Herald is not responsible for the content or validity of these paid classiﬁed ads.
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Western
won't ﬁnd
another Selig
When President Gary Ransdell sat at the
interview table a week ago today and talked
about the qualities he’ll seek in a new athletic director, Ransdell simply pointed at
Wood Selig.
And at least for me, that was some cause
for concern.
Because there’s
only one Selig — a
man that, as athletic
director for more
than 10 years at
Western, did more
with less and didn’t
flirt
with
other
schools while doing
it.
JONATHAN LINTNER
Under
Selig,
Thoughts from the Jon
Western has won 68
sports@chherald.com
Sun Belt Conference
Championships, including the two posted by the swimming
and diving teams last weekend. The university has also dealt with a myriad of coaching changes, culminating with Selig hiring
women’s basketball coach Mary Taylor
Cowles, track coach Erik Jenkins and football coach Willie Taggart — in addition to
former basketball coach Darrin Horn.

ARMANDO L. SANCHEZ/HERALD

Junior forward Sergio Kerusch takes a shot between South Alabama freshman guard Martino Brock, left, and junior forward Tim Williams during the ﬁrst half of the Toppers' 99-69 win over the Jaguars on Feb. 18 at Diddle Arena.

SEE COLUMN, PAGE 6

BASEBALL

Freshman duo
surprises with
shutout start
By MIKE STUNSON
sports@chherald.com

Freshman pitchers Tanner Perkins and
Taylor Haydel enjoy playing Call of Duty
in their dorm room, but on the mound it’s
strictly business for them.
Pitching coach Matt Myers called the
freshman pitchers two of the “prized recruits” from Western’s 2009 class, and they
are already providing success for the Toppers. Perkins and Haydel combined for nine
strikeouts in the Toppers’ 13-0 shutout win
over Kent State last Saturday.
“They are both extremely talented and
have stuff you don’t normally see out of
freshmen,” Myers said. “So it was no surprise to me that they did well on Saturday.”
Perkins threw 68 pitches with 52 strikes,
while 26 of Haydel’s 38 pitches were called
as strikes.

They're back
Western riding conﬁdence into regular-season ﬁnale
By JONATHAN LINTNER | sports@chherald.com
Junior forward Sergio Kerusch
is convinced that a prophecy fulfilled itself within Western’s upand-down run through the Sun Belt
Conference.
Or perhaps the Toppers’ turnaround shows how long a college
basketball season truly lasts.
Either way, Western is in its longest winning streak of the season,
and Kerusch said Head Coach Ken
McDonald never lost confidence in
his team while getting there.
“Coach Mac always said that no
matter what’s going on, the team’s
going to come together at the right
time of the year,” Kerusch said.
“It’s just neat how he prophesied it
back then.”
Although McDonald always
stressed that a turnaround was a
matter of getting things together on
the defensive end, Kerusch wasn’t
able to help out through the winter,
sidelined with a broken right foot.

Coach Mac
always said
that no matter what’s
going on, the
team’s going
to come together at the
right time of
the year."
—SERGIO KERUSCH
Junior forward

Instead, he was forced to kick back
and observe.
“It was a tense time for coaches
and players alike, because we all
knew what we were capable of
and we just couldn’t produce it,”
Kerusch said. “It was just like, you
could see the players trying to pull
the best out of themselves and the
coaches trying to pull the best out
of the players, and we just weren’t
gelling right.
“Now we’re just as cool as we
can be.”
Kerusch is convinced the Toppers are “peaking at the right
time,” a week out of the beginning
of the Sun Belt Conference Tournament.
McDonald didn’t say Western’s
at the absolute top of its game, but
the second-year head coach’s confidence remains sky high.
SEE FINALE, PAGE 7

SEE SHUTOUT, PAGE 6

TRACK & FIELD

Lady Tops looking
for lucky No. 13
By M. BLAKE HARRISON
diversions@chherald.com

CHRIS WILSON/HERALD

Samantha Smith, a senior from Birmingham, Ala., stretches after track and ﬁeld practice on
Feb. 25. The team was preparing for their meet against Middle Tennessee State in Murfreesboro, Tenn., on Saturday.

FOR THE LATEST IN
TOPPER SPORTS:

CONTACT: NEWS 270.745.6011

Thirteen — that’s the number of consecutive Sun Belt Conference Championships the Lady Toppers hope to say
they’ve won after this weekend.
Individual accolades aside, senior
sprinter Kellie Morrison said Western is
focused on bringing home the winner’s
trophy from the Sun Belt Indoor Track
and Field Championships in Murfreesboro, Tenn.
“I do not want to sound cliché by any
means, but there’s no ‘I’ in ‘team,’” Morrison said in an e-mail. “Every individual
effort is as good as the team gets. We all

have to take care of our business, get the
job done in our respective events, and
that’s all we as a team can hope for. We
just have to get it done.”
Head Coach Erik Jenkins said he
knows what it takes to be successful and
win championships.
Jenkins has not lost a women’s cross
country, indoor or outdoor, conference
championship since February 2006.
“Everybody has to do what they’re capable of doing or beyond,” Jenkins said.
“I think our ladies over the years have
shown they are willing to do that and are
continuing to do it at a high level.”
SEE LUCKY, PAGE 6
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